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CONFERENCE ON DEFENSE NUTRITION 


President Calls a Meeting in Washington of 
Health and Food Authorities 


The public health and its bearing on the efficiency and 
morale of the people, will be the theme of a National Nutri- 
tion Conference for Defense, called by President Roosevelt 
at the Mayflower Hotel, Washington, D. C., May 26 to 28. 
Problems of research and national nutrition will be discussed 
by authorities in those fields. Some 700 leaders in medicine 
and public health, social work, nursing, home economics 
and nutrition, agriculture, education, labor, industry, gov- 
ernment and community organization have been invited to 
attend. 


Announcing the conference, Federal Security Administra- 
tor Paul V. MeNutt stated, “In this time of national emer- 
gency, the health of all the people is one of our gravest 
responsibilities. Only a nation of healthy people can be 
strong. And people are healthy only if they are adequately 
fed. How well fed is America? Not nearly well enough 
for our own security.” 


General sessions of the conference are to be devoted to 
discussions of nutrition problems. Section meetings will 
consider definite aspects for nutrition and formulate spe- 
cific suggestions for the consideration of all the delegates. 
The conference will make recommendations to the President 
for an immediate program of action. 


Among prominent Government officials who will partic- 
ipate are Vice President Wallace, Secretary of Agriculture 
Wickard, Surgeon General Thomas Parran, Assistant Secre- 
tary of State Adolph Berle, Jr., and Miss Harriet Elliott 
of the Office of Price Administrator and Civilian Supply. 


FUTURES TOMATO BIDS REJECTED 


Officials Consider First Offers Submitted too Small 
to Establish Futures Market 


The first opening of bids for futures tomatoes under the 
purchase program announced by the Federal Surplus Com- 
modities Corporation to obtain 15,000,000 additional cases 
this year took place May 8. Officials of the Surplus Market- 
ing Administration state that offers were submitted by three 
canners and all were rejected on the basis that the small 
number of bidders and the small volume offered were insuf- 
ficient to warrant establishing a futures market. 


As announced in the May 3 Inrormation Letter, bids 
for futures will be requested on the first and third Tuesdays 
of each month until August 1, and accordingly May 20 is the 
next closing date on which offers must be in. S. M. A. 
officials have expressed the hope that a sufficient number 
of offers will be made at that time to establish a market. 


Meantime, the Department of Agriculture has prepared 
and distributed among the State committeemen of the Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Administration and extension marketing 
specialists a mimeographed leaflet of 16 questions and an- 
swers dealing with the food-for-defense program and vege- 
tables for canning specifically. The questions and answers 
cover details of the tomato purchase program of interest to 
canners and growers alike. Copies are available on request 
addressed to the Information Division of the Association. 


PARITY LOANS AUTHORIZED 


President Receives Congress Proposal for 85 Per 
Cent Loans on Basic Crops 


The House and Senate this week approved a conference 
report on a bill relating to marketing quotas and penalties 
for corn and wheat and providing for loans at 85 per cent 
of parity for one year on cotton, corn, wheat, rice, and 
tobacco. The bill has been sent to the President for his sig- 
nature, 

It is estimated that such loans will assure farmers receiv- 
ing soil-conservation payments an income of 14.86 cents per 
pound for cotton, 78.87 cents a bushel for corn, 104.22 cents 
a bushel for wheat, a little over 19 cents per pound for 
burley and flue-cured tobacco, and somewhat more than 
nine cents per pound for fire-cured and dark air-cured 
tobacco. Since the price of rice is now above parity, it is 
not likely that loans will be made on this commodity. Ap- 
propriations for the purpose of parity loans now are being 
considered by House and Senate conferees. 

A Senate resolution requesting the Committee on Agricul- 
ture of the Senate to investigate and hold immediate hearings 
on the question of parity prices for necessary and essential 
farm commodities was submitted on Thursday by Senator 
Thomas of Oklahoma. The resolution further provides that 
pending the investigation no agency of the Government 
“should assume to exercise power in undertaking to fix maxi- 
mum prices on any essential farm commodity.” The proposal 
has been referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 


Board of Directors Meets May 22 


The annual mid-year meeting of the Board of Directors 
of the Association will be held in Washington beginning May 
22. In advance of this session, there will be meetings of 
the Administrative Council and committees on Economic 
Research, Home Economics, Labeling, Legislation, National 
Defense, Simplification of Containers, and Scientific Re- 
search. The State Secretaries Association also will convene 
prior to the director’s meeting, to which the secretaries have 
been invited. 


Defense measures, with emphasis on canned food purchase 
programs, will be the principal topic of the meeting the first 
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day, with key officials from various of the Government agen- 
cies of defense making an appearance and participating in 
the discussions. The second day will be given over to general 
industry and Association maters. It is expected that Elmo 
Roper, who is conducting the labeling survey authorized at 
the annual convention last January, will be present to report 
to the directors, 


Federal Specifications for Chili Con Carne 


According to information received by the Association, the 
Federal Provisions Committee is giving attention to the 
formulation of specifications for chili con carne. There is 
no existing Federal specification for this product and sug- 
gestions as to requirements to be incorporated in the speci- 
fication are desired. Packers of this product who have 
comments or suggestions to offer may send them to Major 
L. R. Bower, Room 4747 Social Security Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C, 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Tomatoes 


Shipments of canned tomatoes during the present season, 
from July 1, 1940 to May 1, 1941, were 2,863,336 cases 
greater than shipments during the corresponding months of 
the previous year, according to figures compiled by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. April shipments were 
499,042 cases larger than during April, 1940. Stocks of 
canned tomatoes in canners’ hands on May 1, 1941, were 
770,901 cases larger than stocks held on May 1, 1940. 


The following table shows stocks and shipments by regions: 


Total Shipments Shipments 
Stocks’ May | during April July 1 to May 1 
1940 1041 1940 1041 1939-40 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Northeast.... 463,321 306,130 68,105 004,103 
Mid-Atlantic. 1,748,642 1,101,968 472,273 7,113,217 
Mid-West.... 1,872,163 885,000 407,818 
44,881 174,780 75,088 
433,824 1,508,735 307,027 
225,511 333,150 120,562 
. 614,307 1,858,457 
5,402 


216,412 
10,271 


144,118 


Total U.S... 5,402,730 6,173,640 1,367,514 1,866,556 10,177,024 22,041,260 
' California not included with Western, 


Unsold Stocks of Canned Tomatoes 


Unsold stocks of canned tomatoes May 1 totaled 3,433,210 
cases, according to figures compiled by the Association's 
Division of Statistics. The bulk of this total consisted of 
2,611,654 cases of Standards, of which more than half were 
held in the Ozark territory and California, California also 
held more than half of the 650,610-case total of Extra 
Standards. Unsold stocks of Fancy tomatoes came to 170,946 
cases, of which more than half were held by Mid-West and 
California canners. 


Wisconsin Permits Use of Vegetable Colors 


The Senate of the Wisconsin State Legislature has passed 
a bill to permit the use of harmless vegetable colors or coal 
tar colors in the canning of fruits and vegetables. Limi- 
tations to the bill provide that artificial colors may not be 
used to conceal damage or inferiority and that the presence 
of artificial colors be plainly stated on the label of the canned 
product. 


ARGENTINE TRADE PACT CONSIDERED 


State Department Announces Intention to Negotiate 
Agreement with Uruguay Also 


Formal notice of intention to negotiate a trade agreement 
with the government of Argentina was announced May 13 
by the State Department. The list of those commodities of 
chief interest to canners on which the United States will 
consider granting tariff reductions, based on those products 
of which Argentina is now, or may become a source of 
United States imports, includes meats and fowl, both canned 
and frozen; cheese; fruits; alimentary pastes; jams, marma- 
lades and fruit butters; and vegetables. 


Information and views in writing, and applications for 
supplemental oral presentation of views in regard to the 
commodities on the list, as well as any other article that 
figures in either the export or import trade of the two coun- 
tries, must be submitted by noon, June 12, 1941, to the 
Committee for Reciprocity Information, Tariff Commission 
Building, Eighth and E Streets, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
Six copies of statements, of which one must be sworn to, 
should be submitted. Public hearings will open June 23. 


The commodities under consideration include articles 
figuring largely in Argentina's exports. Items of special 
interest to canners, with the present rate of duty on shipments 
from Argentina, follow: 


Commodity 
Meats, prepared or preserved, not specially provided 
for (except meat pastes other than liver pastes, 
packed in air-tight containers weighing with their 
contents not more than 3 ounces each)...........6¢ per Ib. but not 
lens than 20% ad. val. 


Present rate 


All jellies, jams, marmalades, and fruit butters 
red or preserved in any manner 


vided for. . Free 


A similar notice of intention to negotiate a trade agree- 
ment with Uruguay was announced on the same date. The 
closing date for submission of briefs and for applications 
to be heard also is set for June 12, and the public hearings 
will open on June 23. 


Items of special interest to canners, with the present rate 


of duty on shipments from Uruguay, follow: 
Commodity Present rate 
Meats, prepared or preserved, not specially provided 
for (except meat pastes other than liver pastes, 
packed in air-tight containers weighing, with their 
contents, not more than 3 ounces each)..........6e per tb. but 


not less than 20% ad. val. 
Sausage casings, wensands, Free. 


Annual Fishery Industry Reports Available 


Two Bureau of Fisheries annual reports have just been 
made available—‘“Fishery Industries in the United States, 
1939,” containing fishery statistics for that year, and “Alaska 
Fishery and Fur-Seal Industries in 1939,” which includes 
notes on legislation, new regulations, complaints and prosect- 
tions, and statistics on canneries and production. Copies 
may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents. 
Washington, D. C., at 35 cents each and 15 cents each, 
respectively, 
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ASPARAGUS DEFINITION CLARIFIED 


Food and Drug Indicates When Term “Bottom 
Cutse—Tips Removed” May be Used 


The Food and Drug Administration recently has answered 
an inquiry regarding the portion of the edible asparagus 
sprout that may be canned and properly labeled as “Bottom 
Cuts—Tips Removed.” A difference of opinion had arisen 
because of the fact that the word “tip” is used in the defini- 
tion in two senses, 


The reply of the Administration reads as follows: 


The evidence of record on which the regulation establish- 
ing a standard of identity | for canned vegetables was based 
shows that the term “tips” as applied to canned asparagus 
has a specialized meaning through long trade custom. It is 
applied to pieces, cut from the u cigs end of the a peregy 
sprouts which are not less than 2%4 inches but less t M4 
inches in length. Unfortunately ‘ee word “ti ip’ has been 
used in another sense in the last sentence of Column II of 
the regulation (Sec. 52.990(b)) which describes the source 
of “Bottom Cuts” of asparagus. * * * There was of course 
no intention of excluding | portion of the asparagus sprout 
which is edible, but only the portion which is woody and 
therefore inedible. The evidence indicates that the word 
“tip” is here used in its common and more general meaning 
of “an end piece or part.” 


“Bottom Cuts” or “Cuts—Tips Removed” are therefore held 
to be cut pieces of the edible portions of sprouts of the 
asparagus plant from which.a piece of the upper end has 
been removed. The length of the end piece which is 
removed and used for other purposes is immaterial, provided 
all the remaining portion is edible. 


Publications on Female Cannery Labor 


“Application of Labor Legislation to the Fruit and Vege- 
table Canning and Preserving Industries” and “Earnings 
and Hours in Hawaii Woman-Employing Industries” are two 
publications just issued by the Women’s Bureau of the U. S. 
Department of Labor and for sale by the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D. C., at 20 cents each and 10 cents 
each, respectively. 


Pea Shipments Larger than Last Year 


Shipments of canned peas out of canners’ hands during 
the past season were nearly five million cases larger than 
for the previous season, according to figures compiled by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. Shipments during April, 
1941 were 215,414 cases less than during April, 1940. Stocks 
on May 1, 1941 were 624,383 less than on the same date last 
year. 


Canners reported a total of 867,631 cases of stocks avail- 
able for immediate sale. More than half of this total was 
in the Mid-West, only 53,033 cases in the Middle Atlantic 
and 162,748 cases in New York and Maine. 


The table below shows comparable figures of stocks and 
shipments for specified dates: 


Total stocks May 1 
Shipments during April 
Shipments June 1 to May 1 


The following table shows stocks on May 1, 1941, in can- 
ners’ hands, and shipments for specified periods by regions 
and varieties: 

Shipments 
ay 1 during April 


1941 1940 1941 
Cases Cases 


19,553 12,234 7,853 13,286 
324,507 308,475 96,038 127,485 


24,880 60,723 
31,401 5,105 


Shipments 
June 1 to May 1 
193040 1940-41 
Cases Cases 
124,070 = 182,067 
1,546,157 2,172,508 


1,321,473 2,062,835 
213,061 528,753 


7,887,471 
6,644,131 


50,480 51,319 
303,130 449,417 5,636,534 
1,201,743 1,018,926 693,042 500,300 5,582,174 
5,172 3,000 2,544 
1,906,906 10,206 260,261 


152,007 
5,550,201 


88,086 
5,520,503 


784,815 961,773 337,788 525,970 7,234,084 10,220,459 
2,842,104 2,040,763 1,206,747 893,151 12,801,503 14,865,805 


Stocks and Shipments of Green and Wax Beans 


Shipments of canned green beans during the current sea- 
son, July 1, 1940 to May 1, 1941, reached a total of 8,052,821 
cases, an all-time record, exceeding last year’s total for the 
same period, which also was a record at the time, by over 
800,000 cases. Stocks of green beans on May 1, 1941, 
totaling 447,896 cases, were less than half the amount held 
on the same date last year, according to figures compiled 
by the Association's Division of Statistics. April shipments 
of green beans this year were 112,408 cases less than last 
year and of canned wax beans 20,045 cases less than April, 
1940. Shipments of wax beans, during the season, were 
178,308 cases less than last year’s total. 


The following table shows stocks and shipments by regions: 
Stocks 
May 1 


1940 1941 1940 ; 
Cases Cases Cases 


1941 
Cases 
Northeas' 196,530 47,953 111,723 111,871 
Middle Atlantic... 256,132 41,307 120,532 86,553 
' 337,018 77,141 137,656 60,402 
905,125 254,313 141,671 156,425 

,859 27,065 37,676 21,509 


— 


Total Green. . 1,268,664 447,860 549,258 436,850 


112,444 50,782 33,111 48,413 

42,044 2,307 17,541 2,617 

242,808 20,838 42,865 20,410 

. 26,766 19,300 15,404 8,988 


- 


425,052 i, 416 100,47 473 80,428 1,167,814 1, 


- 


Florida Petitions Citrus Maturity Tests 


Companion bills recommended by the Florida Canners As- 
sociation to prohibit the packing of immature citrus fruits 
have been introduced in the State legislature. The proposed 
legislation would establish definite tests for maturity and for 
the issuance of certificates of registration necessary for the 
operation of citrus canning plants. The bills also would pro- 
vide for the collection of inspection fees for the administra- 
tion of the proposal and would establish penalties for viola- 
tions of the maturity standards. 


1940 
New York and Cases 
Maine: 
Alaskas...... 
Mid-Atlantic: 
Alaskas...... 27,853 60,524 
Total U. 8.; 
1930 40 1940-41 
Cases Cases 
836,076 822,732 
2,149,631 1,065, 
1,493 1,200, 
1,623 2,560, 
1,105,830 1,405, 
7. 208,804 8,052,821 
wax 
Northeast....... 420,207 486, 
Middle Atlantic 181,505 180, 
Mid-West...... 443,508 583, 
99 , 857 93, 
Southern. ....... 22,557 3, 
1. Total Wax..... 346, 
| 1939-40 1940-41 
Cases Cases 
| 3,002, 536 
25 , 354 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Service by Common Carriers 


Supplies of beans, peas, and spinach on the fresh market 
for the week ending May 10, 1941 were considerably smaller 
than for the corresponding week in 1940, according to the 
Agricultural Marketing Service. Tomato supplies, on the 
other hand, were larger, as evidenced by carlot shipments. 
Citrus fruits also were considerably larger for the week of 
May 10 this year than for the corresponding term in 1940, 


The following table, compiled from statistics of A. M. S., 
gives detailed comparisons of carlot shipments on certain 
dates of selected vegetables and fruits: 


Week ending Sesaon total to— 
May 10, May 10, May 3, May 10, May 10, 
1940 1041 
3,023 


5,602 
2,060 
5,524 


peting directly . 53,763 
Imports, competing directly . . 81 
Imports, competing indirectly. 2,606 


4,337 110,632 117,612 
958 19,006 18,970 


Defense Priorities in Merchant Transport 


Legislation to provide for priorities in transportation by 
merchant vessels in the interests of national defense was 
reported to the House this week by the Committee on Mer- 
chant Marine and Fisheries. The purposes of the bill, as 
outlined by the Committee, are 


1. To facilitate to the maximum degree the use or em- 
ployment of available vessel supply, also the use or employ- 
ment of shore equipment and services connected or associated 
with vessel operation and subject to the laws of the United 
States, so as to insure that national-defense requirements are 


fulfilled. 


2. To accomplish these results in a manner that will pro- 
tect the interests of the public by eliminating the possibility 
of excessive transportation charges for the carriage of com- 
modities for the national-defense program or for consump- 
tion by the public. 


F.T.C. Order on Worcestershire Sauce 


M. J. & H. J. Meyer Co., Inc., New York City, has been 
ordered by the Federal Trade Commission to cease and de- 
sist from misrepresentations in the sale of Worcestershire 
sauce. 


Commission findings were that the respondent corporation 
packaged and sold its table sauce in containers simulating 
in appearance and dress those long used by Lea & Perrins, 
Inc., and that the respondent's product, though designated 
as “Pride of England Worchestershire Sauce”, is not of Eng- 
lish origin but is manufactured in the United States. The 
order directs the respondent to cease packaging with mate- 
rials that simulate the Lea and Perrins container and to 
desist from using words designating English origin. 


Stocks and Shipments of Red Pitted Cherries 


Stocks of No. 2 red pitted cherries were larger on May 
1, 1941 than on May 1, 1940, but No. 10 stocks of this prod. 
uct were less, according to comparisons of same-date figures 
for both years, made by the Division of Statistics. Ship. 
ments for April, 1941 were greater than a year ago in both 
sizes, but the cumulative shipments during the season from 
July 1 to May 1 reveal a variation; they were smaller than a 
year ago for No. 2 stocks but greater for No, 10's. The 
table below compares stocks and shipments on comparable 
dates: 

1939-40 —— ——1940-41— - 

No. 2's No. 10's No. 2's No. 10's 
Cases Cases 
195,240 113,703 


141,493 76,971 


Shipments July 1 to May 1..... 900,406 1,795,208 1,154,277 


In the following table is shown, by regions and can sizes, 
a comparison of stocks and shipments of red pitted cherries: 


Mise 

Cases 
2,314 
1,739 
4,053 
504 


Michigan, Wisconsin and Ohio: 
Stocks: sold not shipped 
Stocks: unsold 
Stocks: 


eee 
Zz 


even 

& 


Circular on Increasing Tomato Yields 


A circular entitled “Increasing Tomato Yields” has been 
published by the New York State Agricultural Experiment 
Station. Bearing the date May 1, 1941, the leaflet is a part 
of the Station's defense program, and seeks to throw light 
on the problem of increased tomato production engendered 
by the 15,000,000-case increase requested by the Federal 
Surplus Commodities Corporation. 


The publication discusses such problems as soil selection, 
transplanting, starter solutions, fertilizers, direct seeding, 
and cut worms. 


Copies of the circular may be obtained upon request di- 
rected to the Association's Raw Products Bureau. 


Puerto Rican Minimum Wage Established 


Following its recent action establishing a minimum wage 
rate in Puerto Rico for the fruit and vegetable canning in- 
dustry the Wage and Hour Division has put into effect a 
minimum wage of 15 cents an hour for the vegetable pack: 
ing industry of the island. The minimum wage rate estab- 
lished for the fruit and vegetable canning industry is 16 cents 
an hour. 
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Stocks and Shipments of Canned Sweet Corn 


Stocks of canned sweet corn in canners’ hands on May 1, 
1941 again were more than 4,000,000 cases smaller than 
stocks on the same date of the year before, according to 
figures compiled by the Association’s Division of Statistics. 
Shipments during April were slightly less than during April 
of last year, but shipments for the present season—August 
1, 1940 to May 1, 1941—-were somewhat more than for 
the previous season. 


The following table gives comparative figures on stocks 
and shipments: 


Shipments during: 
April, 1941 
April, 1940 
August 1, 1940 to May 1, 1041 
August 1, 1939 to May 1, 1940 


In the following table are shown by regions and varieties 
the stocks in canners’ hands on May 1, 1941: 


Eastern States Western States 
Cases 


814,473 
70,857 


April shipments of corn on the cob amounted to 30,979 
cases, of which Eastern canners shipped 7,734 cases, and 
Western canners, 22,956 cases. 


F.T.C. Restrains “Consumer’s Bureau” Owner 


Albert Lane, trading as Consumer's Bureau of Standards, 
has been ordered by the Federal Trade Commission to cease 
and desist from misrepresentations and other unfair prac- 
tices in the sale of publications advertised as being the result 
of research on behalf of the consumer. The publications 
aflected by the order were: “Consumer's Preference,” “Con- 
sumer’s Bureau Reports,” and “Consumer's Bureau Guide.” 

The Inrormation Letrer of March 4, 1939, reviewed the 
particulars of the complaint. The Commission's findings 
were that the respondent represented the Consumers Bureau 
of Standards as being “‘a national non-profit consumers’ 
research and educational organization which investigates, 
tests and reports on goods and services for the benefit of 
the ultimate consumer’ when in fact the respondent did not 
conduct a real research and testing bureau for consumers 
and maintained no staff or laboratory equipment.” 


Nevada Certificates of Age Accepted 


The Children’s Bureau of the United States Department of 
Labor has announced that Nevada has been added to the list 
of States whose work permits and age certificates are accepta- 
ble under the child labor sections of the wage and hour law. 
The other States that issue recognized certificates or permits 
were noted in the InrormMation Lerrer of April 12, 1941. 


Fruits and Vegetables in Cold Storage 


May 1 Stocks of Frozen Vegetables Larger than Last Year— 
Stocks of Vegetables Smaller than Year Ago 


May 1, 1941 stocks of frozen fruits and berries totaled 
81,812,000 pounds, an apparent reduction during April of 
17,593,000 pounds, according to figures compiled by the 
Agricultural Marketing Service. Holdings on that date 
exceeded those of May 1, 1940 by nearly six million pounds. 


Stocks of all frozen vegetables totaled 48,370,000 pounds, 
which was 7,095,000 pounds less than the April 1, 1941 
holdings. May 1, 1941 stocks were about %4 million pounds 
below those of a year earlier. 


The following table, compiled by the A. M. S., gives de- 
tailed figures and comparisons by varieties on holdings of 
both fruits and vegetables: 


Sato-Saw 
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Dehydrated Vegetable Increase Expected 
Seven firms operating 15 plants and accounting for 90 per 
cent of the commercial output of dehydrated vegetables in 
the United States produced 4,865,227 pounds in 1940, the 
Department of Commerce has reported. 


A current release of the Industrial Reference Service, of- 
ficial Department of Commerce informational service, says 
that of the 1940 production, 1,658,613 pounds consisted of 
products to be used as vegetables in soup mixtures or for 
dehydration individually as soup. The remaining 3,206,614 
pounds of the 1940 production consisted of vegetables dehy- 
drated into powder to be used largely for seasoning. 

Reporting firms estimate that 1941 production will in- 
crease about 30 per cent over 1940, to 6,350,000 pounds. 
Most of the increase is expected to take place in vegetables 
to be used as such (as distinguished from seasonings). 


Annual Conference on Weights and Measures 


Development of single service containers is one of the 
topics on the program of the thirty-first National Conference 
on Weights and Measures, which will be held at the May- 
flower Hotel, Washington, D. C., June 3 to 6. 


1940 1941 1041 
1,000 1,000 1,000 
Frozen Fruits: pounds pounds pounds 
13,345 
Logan and similar berries.............. 1,286 
Cream style: 5,445 
Narrow Grain. 100.117 Other fruita. 
Whole kernel: 
5,344 
2,621 
Classification not reported.............. 2,021 
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PEA CROP CONDITION REPORT 


Information for Week Ending May 15 Compiled 
by Division of Statistics 


Germination and stands of Alaskas have been favorable 
but rain is needed badly in some sections of the East and 
Mid-West. Growing conditions in the West are reported to 
be excellent. Aphis infestation is very heavy in the Middle 
Atlantic, and in most of Wisconsin and other scattered sec- 
tions. 


Maine—About 85 per cent of peas planted. Ideal plant- 
ing conditions but need rain. Temperatures low during past 
week, 


New York I—Practically all peas in the ground. Seed 
seems to have germinated well but growth slow. Rain 
needed. Temperatures have been low with three frosts dur- 
ing the week. 


New York I]—Germination good. Peas that are up, 
looking fine. Small amount of rain during week very bene- 
ficial. Frost during week, but no damage. 


New York III—Stand of Alaskas 85 to 90 per cent. Sweets 
90 to 95 per cent. All planting completed. Sufficient mois- 
ture for germination but rain needed. Frost during week 
but no damage. Some aphis in Alaskas. 


New York I1V—Stand of Alaskas 95 per cent, Early Sweets 
95 per cent. Vines two to three inches tall. Need rain for 
normal growth. Some aphis noted in alfalfa. 


Attantic I—Peas well advanced but serious 
drought conditions and bad aphis infestation has cut crop 
fully 50 per cent. 


Il—Vines about two feet tall but growth 
is suffering from dry weather and some damage from aphis. 
First blooms May 3. Most fields in full bloom now. Set 
of pods about average. 


INDIANA—Vines short due to dry weather and damage. 
Freeze of April 24 appears to have caused considerable dam- 
age. Aphid infestation in Alaskas heavy, slight in Late 
Sweets, but increasing. 


Inuinois—Stand of Alaskas and Early Sweets 98 per cent. 
Alaska vines about ten inches tall. Very beneficial rain on 
May 14. Rain needed in some of the sections. 


Wisconsin I—Stand of Alaskas from 95 to 100 per cent. 
Alaska vines about six inches tall with growth good. Some 
frost during the week but no damage. Considerable aphid 
infestation in alfalfa, starting in pea fields. 


Wisconsin Il-—Stand of Alaskas 90 to 100 per cent with 
fields clean. Growth of Alaskas heavy. Late Sweets just 
coming through with from 85 to 90 per cent stand. Aphis 
very heavy in alfalfa. Temperature near freezing at nights 
during the week. 


Wisconsin III]—Stand of Alaskas 95 to 98 per cent. 
Sweets 90 per cent. Fields weedy. Growth of Alaskas 
and Early Sweets good with vines about three inches tall. 
Frost during the week damaged some of the early plantings. 
Amount of acreage affected, however, small. Beginning to 
need rain. Aphid infestation light. 


Wisconsin IV—Alaska planting will be finished by the 
end of next week. About half of Sweets in the ground. Stand 


of Alaskas 90 to 95 per cent. Growth good. Temperature 
down to 28 degrees but no apparent damage. Rain needed 
badly. 

Wisconsin V——No serious aphid infestation. Temperature 
has been below normal. Only about .28 inches of rain dur- 
ing the week. Slight frost but no damage. 


Minnesota—Stands reported from 90 to 100 per cent. 
Growth good with vines four to five inches tall in the south 
and two to three inches in the northern part of the district. 
Considerable number of aphids found in alfalfa in the north 
but seem to be diseased. Soil conditions fairly good with 
plenty of moisture at present. Soil temperature holding 
about 60 degrees which provides excellent growing conditions. 

lows Stand of peas excellent. 100 per cent Alaskas, 98 
per cent Early Sweets, 93 per cent Late Sweets. Alaska 
vines about one foot tall, suffering from lack of rain. The 
early peas need rain badly and it will be very helpful for 
the late varieties. Some fields are getting a little weedy. 


Cotonapo—Stand 90 to 95 per cent. Vines two to four 
inches tall. Soil moisture good. Temperature normal. 

Uran-—Stands excellent, about 100 per cent. Vines from 
five to eight inches tall. Some aphid infestation in alfalfa. 
Will probably have to start irrigating unless there is rain 
soon, 

Wyominc—Stand about 95 per cent with growth good. 
Moisture adequate at present. 

Wasuincton-Orecon I—Stand excellent, about 100 per 
cent. Growth rank. Moisture adequate, normal rain fall 
since seeding. First bloom May 7 with full bloom May 10, 
with unusually heavy set of blossoms. Large percentage of 
plants stooling. 

Pucer Souno—Plantings practically completed. Excellent 
stands about 100 per cent. Warm weather with showers pro- 
viding plenty of moisture and very favorable growing con- 
ditions. Some fields show considerable weeds. 


The following table shows temperature and rainfall data 
for the weeks ending May 13, 1940 and 1941: 
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MARCH SUGAR RECEIPTS 


Increase 19.8 Per Cent Above Amount Released 
for Consumption During February 


Sugar released for consumption in the United States dur- 
ing March including quantities released from bonded ware- 
houses, amounted to 19.8 per cent more than sugar receipts 
during February, according to Department of Commerce 
figures. March receipts totaled 1,121,897,172 pounds, as 
compared with 936,241,037 pounds during February. 

In the table below are shown imports into the United 
States during March of raw and refined sugar, both dutiable 
and free: 


Origin 


Foreign countries: 


Hong Kong 
Netherlands Indies 
Vhilippine Islands... . 
Peru 

China 


U.S. Territories: 
Hawaii 
luerto Rico 


Total Receipts... 503,301 , 885 446,333, 428 106.271, 157 65,990, 702 
The following table, also based on Department of Com- 
merce figures, shows imports of sugar by port of entry. These 


figures include imports for direct consumption and with- 
drawals from bonded warehouses within the United States: 


Port of Entry 
Dutiable 


Massachusetts 

New York... . 
Vhiladelphia. . 
Maryland. 

Virginia. . 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 


New Orleans 
Calveston. . 

El Paso... . 

Low Angeles. .... 

San Franciaco......... 
Washington. .......... 
Hawaii. . 


Transcontinental Tariffs Reduced 


\ction taken by the Interstate Commerce Commission on 
May 9 will permit the railroads to file reduced tariffs on all- 
rail transcontinental shipments of canned goods. The reduced 
rates that may be put into effect are $0.96 to Group B terri- 
tory and $1.02 to Group A territory. The $0.96 rate may be 
put into effect on one day's notice and the $1.02 rate on 10 
day's notice, At the time the Inrormation Letrer went to 
press the new tariffs had not been filed with the Commission. 


Next Issue of Letter Will Cover Board Meeting 


In order to publish a full report of the meetings of 
the Association’s Board of Directors, Administrative 
Council, and several committees, which are being held 
in Washington, D. C., from May 20 to May 23, the 
next issue of the INrormation Letter will be delayed. 
The Lerrer will be mailed early the following week, 
rather than on the regular publishing date, May 24. 


Proposals for Fruit Juices in Navy Ration 


Bills to include canned, powdered, and concentrated fruit 
juices and canned tomato juice in the Navy ration have been 
introduced in Congress by Senator Andrews and Representa- 
tive Peterson of Florida. Similar legislation was proposed 
in the last Congress but failed to receive a favorable report 
from the Navy Department. The new bills are reported to 
be acceptable to the Navy. At the present time there is no 
provision in the statute establishing the composition of the 
Navy ration for the use of canned fruit or vegetable juices. 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Tomato Juice 


Stocks of canned tomato juice in canner’s hands on May 
1, 1941, were about 600,000 cases smaller than on May 1, 
1940, being 2,826,764 cases, compared with 3,442,109 cases, 
according to figures compiled by the Association's Division 
of Statistics. Shipments during April, 1941, were a little 
larger, being 976,806 cases, as compared with 864,409 cases 
in April, 1940, 


Shipments during the season, from August 1, 1940 to May 
1, 1941, were over 700,000 cases larger than during the cor- 
responding period of the previous year; being 10,774,693 
cases, as compared with 10,032,455 cases during the period 
August 1, 1939 to May 1, 1940. 


The following table shows by can sizes the stocks of canned 
tomato juice in canners’ hands on May 1, 1941; 


Can name 


8Z Tall (incl. 8 Z Short).......... 

No. 1 Pienie. 

No. 211 Cyl 

No. 300 (inel, all 300 cans from 407 to 412) 


* Includes 88,550 cases of Number 5's, 


Michigan Canners to Meet June 1-3 


The annual Spring meeting of the Michigan Canners As- 
sociation will be held June 1, 2, and 3, at the Park Place 
Hotel in Traverse City, according to announcement by Secre- 
tary Don S. Morgan. 


| | Raw Refined 
Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 
Po Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
1,400 
410,000 121,349,868 13,240,001 .......... ‘ 
Total........... 503,301,885 121,349,868 106,271,157 40,602 ee 
| 
~~ 
Free Dutiable Free 
Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
35,879,054 14,537,456 
128,121,533 54,483,422 32,648,100 37,400 
42,475,808 20,207,194 14,450,000 .......... 
Florida per cane Stocks 
193,405,054 32,031,706 2,483,000 .......... Cases 
No. 2 Cyl. (inel. all 307 cans from 505 to 513)..... 282,448 
-- - No. 3 Cyl. (inel. all 404 cans from 615 to 708)... . . 12 528 
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Weekly Record of 8.M.A. Purchases 


The two tables below show the total purchases of certain 
agricultural commodities being bought by the Surplus Mar- 
keting Administration and the Surplus Commodities Cor- 
poration of the United States Department of Agriculture, 
and the total purchases of dry beans by State and variety. 
The tables also show the amount of these items purchased 
during the past five-day period, Monday through Friday. 

These food supplies can be used for domestic distribution 
to public-aid families and for free school lunches, to meet 
requests for the Red Cross for shipment to war refugee areas, 
for transfer to other countries under the provisions of the 
Lend-Lease Act, or for release upon the market when this is 
desirable. At the present time the names of successful bid- 
ders on these commodities and the prices paid by these two 
government agencies are not available. 


Purchases or Serecrep Commopitine 


Purchases 


Commodities May 12- May 16 March 15-May 16 


Apples (bushels) 

Oranges (boxes) 

Grapefruit, fresh (tons)... . 

Grapefruit, juice (cases)... . 

Grapefruit, segments (cases). . 

Carrots (tons) 
Evaporated milk (cases). . a 

Pork products, cured (; 
Pork products, canned (pounds)........ 
Pilchards, canned (cases)... 

Dry beans (bags) 

Tomatoes (cases) 

Pork and beans (cases). ......... 


Day Bean Poncnasnes 
Variety 


Great Northern: 


California 

Wyoming 
Pinks: California....... 
Blackeyes: California 
Pea beans: 

New York. 

Michigan... 


Total 


Indexes of Employment and Prices 


Retail costs of food in large cities advanced 2.2 per cent 
between March 18 and April 15, 1941, in a general move re- 
ported from all sections of the country, according to the Bu- 
reau of Labor Statistics. Fresh fruit and vegetable prices 
went up 4.2 per cent during the month, while canned fruit 
and vegetable prices showed only 0.6 per cent increase. Com- 
pared with prices a year ago, the price of all foods was up 
4.4 per cent, while for canned foods the increase was only 0.2 
per cent. 

The wholesale price index of all commodities gained 0.2 
per cent during the week ending May 3, 1941, leaving it 4.3 
points higher than it was a year ago. The wholesale price 
index of all foods declined 0.1 per cent during the week, but 
it was still 5.5 points higher than the corresponding figure in 
May, 1940. 


Indexes of employment and payrolls for all industries con- 
tinued their steady rise from February to March, employ. 
ment gaining 2.2 points while payrolls went up 4.1 per cent. 
Employment in March, 1941, was up 15.5 per cent over 
March, 1940, while payrolls were 31.2 per cent larger than 
they were a year ago. 


In the following tables, derived from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics reports, the employment and payroll indexes are 
based on the average for the years 1923-25 taken as 100 per 
cent, the wholesale prices have the average for the year 1926 
taken as a base, while for retail prices the average for the 
years 1935-39 is taken as 100 per cent. 


——Retail Prices — — 
Mar. 18, Feb. 18, Apr. 16, 


Fresh fruits and vegetables 
Canned fruits and vegetables. . . 


Prices—— 

May 3, Apr. 26, Apr. 19, Apr. 12, Apr. 5. May 4, 
1041 1941 1041 1941 1941 1940 
83.2 8.0 83.0 82.9 82.2 78.9 

78.10 77.8 77.5 72.5 
Mar. Feb. Mar. Mar. Feb. Mar. 
1041 1941 1941 1941 1940 
119.9 «117.8 131.0 126.9 9.8 


All industries 
Canning and preserv- 
i 


75.9 76.0 76.2 
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